
Minutes of the meeting of the Llanharan Community Council held on 15 
February 2018 at the Llanharan Miner’s Welfare Hall 

Present: Councillor Parker (Chairman): 
Councillors Aksin, Bowman, Evans, William Hopkin, Geraint Hopkins, 
Lewis-Watkin, Liney, M Thomas, W Thomas, Turner, Uppal and 
Williams 

Also: Mr S Russell, Youth Representative, Mr Peter Davies, Clerk to the 
Council and 2 members of the public  

Apology: Ms A Olsen 

2018/94 COMMUNITY INITIATIVE (Minute 2018/93) 

Further consideration was given to a paper prepared by the Chairman of the Council 
concerning the possible purchase of a vacant property which could be adapted as a 
community hub and which would offer much needed services to the community and 
a permanent home for the Community Council 

Councillor Bowman considered that other alternatives should be investigated and he 
also asked about the authorisation of the fee for the valuation of the building.  
Councillor Geraint Hopkins also drew attention to a number of independent 
community surveys which had been undertaken in the past, which had identified that 
there was sufficient building space available for the needs of groups active in the 
Council’s area 

The Clerk also advised that he had received an approach from the Council’s External 
Auditor requesting information concerning the valuation 

RESOLVED – That 

(1) the proposal be put on hold until all other alternatives have been fully investigated 
by a Committee comprising Councillors Bowman, Evans, Geraint Hopkins, Liney 
and Uppal; 

(2) the Clerk be requested to respond to Members concerning the authorisation of 
the fee for the valuation of the building 

2018/95  MINUTES 

 The minutes of the meeting held on 15 February 2018 were approved as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman subject to a question from Councillor 
Evans being recorded concerning the Council’s authorisation of the use of Office 365 
and his view that the software should not have been implemented without the prior 
approval of the Council.  The Chairman had responded that initially the software had 
been used on a trial basis and he had reported progress through the CIG Group, 
together with subsequent verbal reports to the Council.   
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 2018/96 COMMUNITY POLICING 

 PC Wilson reported on the crimes and incidents of anti-social behaviour since 
the last meeting. 

 Following Police attendance at Dolau School and the issue of a number of 
parking tickets there had been a vast improvement regarding parking on the verges 
adjacent to Dolau School and near Trenos Gardens – PC Wilson advised that the 
Police would continue to monitor the position 

 Concerning drug use, Councillor Liney advised that a used needle and 
blooded tissues had been found by the entrance to the Open-Cast 

2018/97 WORKING GROUP AND COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Clerk reported that a meeting of the Admin Strategy Working Group (attended 
by the Chairman and Councillors Bowman, Evans, Liney and W Thomas and the 
Clerk) had been held earlier in the day to discuss (a) the Grants policy and 
application form and (b) Office 365.  The Group had recommended 

(1) the Audit Committee in determining future requests for financial assistance 
should include a decision statement on each recommendation; 
(2) the Clerk should circulate the individual grant requests and supporting 
information to all Members of the Audit Committee; 
(3) copies of individual grant requests to be made available to other Members of the 
Council on request; 
(4) the Brynna Carnival and Fete and the Llanharan Community Fireworks Display 
should be dealt with as sponsorship items, rather than individual grant applications 
(5) following a review of the Council’s IT procedures and the demands of the 
changes proposed to Data Protection the Council be recommended to fully 
implement the Office 365 software at a cost of £1152pa 

Members also considered the recommendations of the Community Infrastructure 
Group of 5 March and the Clerk advised that the cost of purchasing a basket tree 
would be approx. £800 

RESOLVED – That the recommendations of (a) the Admin Strategy Group of 15 
March 2018 be approved subject to Members not being involved in the management 
of the Office 365 system and (b) the Community Infrastructure Group of 5 March 
2018 be approved 
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2018/98 COMMUNITY ISSUES 

(a) Danygraig Terrace Improvements 

NOTED – That RCT had agreed to improvements to this street 

(b)Level Crossing at The Boar’s Head 

NOTED – That this would be closed overnight on 23 April 

(c) The Bungalow on Llanharan Square 

NOTED – That RCT’s Development Control Committee had approved the recent 
planning application relating to the vehicular access to this bungalow 

(d) Heol Cynllan Improvements 

NOTED – That these works would be undertaken during the 2018/19 financial year 

(e) Recycling – Councillor Turner drew attention to changes being introduced by 
RCT in an attempt to increase their recycling targets.  Also, he intended to hold 
several Awareness Events in the locality to appraise local residents of the changes.  
Councillor Evans expressed concern that the changes might result in an increase in 
fly tipping 

(f)Church Street – Traffic – Councillor Evans drew attention to the speed of traffic 
using Church Street and suggested that ‘SLOW Children’s Play Area’ signs should 
be erected.  Councillor Turner advised that he would look into the matter as the play 
area would shortly be refurbished 

(g) Meadow Rise – Trees – Councillor Bowman drew attention to trees which had 
been dumped on one of the vacant sites and the play area 

RESOLVED - That the Clerk be asked to investigate the matter 

(h) Youth Representatives Contributions to Meetings – Following a suggestion by 
Councillor Bowman it was 

RESOLVED – That this matter be included as a separate item on future Council 
agenda 

(i) Clerk’s Office Attendance – Councillor Bowman advised Members that he had 
visited the office on a number of occasions and the Clerk was not present.   
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2018/99 MEDICAL FACILITIES 

Councillor Geraint Hopkins reported that despite regular and repeated requests Cwm 
Taf LHB had still not provided a copy of the formal response of the Health Board to 
the Community Health Council’s recommendations.  Councillor Hopkins was writing 
again to the Chief Executive and in the absence of a response, it was RESOLVED – 
That the Clerk should also write to the Chief Executive of the LHB 

2018/100 FINANCIAL MATTERS  

(a) Payments/Budget Monitoring – Members gave detailed consideration to the 
statements prepared by the Clerk 

RESOLVED – That  

(1) the contents of the budget monitoring report be noted; 

(2) an amount of £4086 be ringfenced and carried forward in to next year’s budget 
for the installation of a replacement bus shelter adjacent to Brynnau School 

(3) the outstanding bills be paid and the cheques be signed accordingly 

 (b)Handyman’s Work Programme 

NOTED – The work undertaken by the Handyman during February 

(c) Payments to Members from 1 April 2018 – The Clerk reported that following a 
period of consultation, the Independent Remuneration Panel had determined that 
certain payments could now be paid subject to: 

(i)The Council agreeing to adopt the payments – should the Council make this 
decision it must apply to all Members at the level determined by the Panel.  An 
individual Member may make a personal decision to forgo part or all of the 
entitlement to any of these allowances by giving written notice to the Clerk to the 
Council 
(ii)In respect of determination 51 ‘Costs of Care’ – re-imbursement shall only be 
made on presentation of receipts 

RESOLVED – That 

(1) the recommendations of the Independent Remuneration Panel be accepted in 
principle; 

(2) the Audit Committee be asked to consider how the determinations might be 
applied within the Council 
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2018/101  PLANNING MATTERS 

NOTED - That the following application had been received since the last meeting 

Llanharan Constitution Club – Installation of dropped kerb 

The meeting concluded at 8.55pm 
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